Spirit of Cricket

Australians are justifiably proud of the place sport has in their daily lives. However, what is equally
important to all of us involved in cricket is the way the game is played and the manner in which all
participants conduct themselves.
The “Spirit of Cricket” is fostered by the values that you (as a volunteer administrator, coach,
teacher, parent, or player) bring to your team, club, and the game itself.
Cricket can be a highly competitive game. The Australian team leads by example by playing the
game hard but fair. However, it is important to play within the Laws and the spirit of the game. The
following key elements provide a guide to help those involved in cricket apply the spirit of the game
and foster a healthy and effective development of the spirit within your cricket community.
Fair Play
According to the Laws of Cricket, umpires are the sole judges of fair and unfair play. The umpires
may intervene at any time and it is the responsibility of the captain or coach to take action where
required.
The major responsibility for ensuring fair play rests with the captains, but extends to all players,
match officials and, especially in junior cricket, teachers, coaches and parents.
•

Respect is central to the Spirit of Cricket.

•

Respect your captain, team-mates, opponents and the authority of the umpires.

•

Play hard and play fair.

•

Accept the umpire’s decision

•

Create a positive atmosphere by your own conduct and encourage others to do likewise.

•

Show self-discipline, even when things go against you.

•

Congratulate the opposition on their successes and enjoy those of your own team.

•

Thank the officials and your opposition at the end of the match, whatever the result.

•

Cricket is an exciting game that encourages leadership, friendship and teamwork, which
brings together people from different nationalities, cultures and religions, especially when
played with the Spirit of Cricket.

